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is a variety of Spinel ruby and is violet in
color. Both varieties are beautiful gems for
setting.
ALMA-TADEMA, ahl'ma talid'e ma,
lawrence (1836-1912), a Dutch painter,
born in Friesland, but long a resident of
England. In 1879 he became a Royal acade-
mician and was later made a member of vari-
ous foreign academies. He is especially cele-
brated for his pictures of ancient Roman,
Greek and Egyptian life, which are painted
with great realism and archaeological cor-
rectness. Some of his best known pictures
are Reading from Homer, At the Shrine of
Venus, The Four Seasons and Antony and
Cleopatra,
ALMOND, dh'mund, the fruit of the al-
mond, a tree which grows usually to the
height of twenty feet, and is akin to the
file_0.wmf


ALMOND
Branch, "blossom and fruit.
peach and nectarine. It has beautiful pink-
ish flowers that appear before the leaves,
which are oval, pointed and delicately ser-
rated. The almond is a native of Africa and
Asia, now naturalized in southern Europe,
and cultivated in England for its beauty and
in California for its fruit. The fruit has a
downy outer coat which covers the flattish,
wrinkled stone that encloses the seed. There
are two varieties, one sweet and the other
bitter. Sweet almonds are a delicious food
and furnish an oil used in flavoring. Bitter
almonds contain prussic acid, a highly poi-
sonous substance,
ALOE, afro, a genus of plants, some of
. wHch. are not more than a few inches tall,
 while others reach a height of thirty feet and
more. They are natives of Africa and other
hot regions and have fleshy leaves, which are
thick and more or less armed with spines at
the edges or ends. The flowers have a tubular
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ALOE
corolla. The fibrous parts of the leaves of
some species are made into cordage, fishing
nets, lines and cloth; the juice of several
species is used in medicine as a bitter drag;
under the name of aloes. The principal
drug-producing species are the Soeotrine
aloe, the Barbadoes aloe and the Cape aloe.
A beautiful violet color is afforded by the
leaves of the Soeotrine aloe. The so-called
American aloe is a different plant altogether
(see agave), as are also the aloes or lign-
aloes of Scripture.
ALOES WOOD, aToze wood, or EAGLE
WOOD, the inner portion of the trunk of
forest trees found in tropical Asia. They
yield a fragrant resinous substance, which,
like the wood, is burned for its perfume*
Aloes wood is hard and fine-grained, takes a
high polish and is Mghly prized for orna-
mental work. Another tree also produces
aloes wood. This wood is supposed to be
the lign-aloes of the Bible, and Herodotus

